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One common religious response to creation is to confuse creator and creation and view creation as divine. 
This response emphasizes the beauty of cre-
ation and our dependence on creation but 
neglects its limitations.  
A second common religious response is 
to disparage creation and seek to transcend 
and escape it. This response stresses the 
limitations of creation but neglects its beauty 
and goodness.  
Christian spirituality, rooted in a Trinitarian 
vision of God, offers an alternative to these 
two responses 
to creation. A 
Trinitarian vision 
of God not only 
differentiates 
creator and cre-
ation but also 
affirms God’s 
radical involve-
ment in and 
redemption of 
a good creation 
through the 
Son and by the 
Holy Spirit. To 
borrow an image from the second-century 
theologian Irenaeus, God the Father creates 
all things with his two hands, the Son and the 
Spirit (Against Heresies 4.20.1 and 5.6.1).    
Extending Irenaeus’ metaphor of the two 
hands of God, Christians also affirm that with 
his two hands, the Son and the Spirit, God 
the Father embraces creation for its redemp-
tion and renewal. The Christian faith is not 
one of transcending and escaping creation 
but of embracing and redeeming creation.
The radical nature of God’s embrace of 
creation is most clearly seen in the incarna-
tion of the Son of God (John 1:14). In the 
miracle of the incarnation the creator became 
a creature. The Son of God embraced flesh 
and became a human being.                  
God’s embrace of creation is further seen 
when the Holy Spirit is poured out on the 
people of God after the ascension of Jesus. 
Now the church as a whole, and Christians 
individually, are the temple of the living God 
because of the indwelling of God’s Spirit (1 
Corinthians 3:16; 6:19). The Holy Spirit is the 
presence of God within us as well as God’s 
personal power of renewal and re-creation.  
The plan of the Trinitarian God to redeem 
all creation is evident in Romans 8. Paul 
states, “And if the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit 
who lives in you” (8:11). Just as Jesus’ body 
was raised from the dead by the power of 
the Spirit, so our bodies — that is, our whole 
selves as persons and not just a part, such as 
the soul — will be redeemed (see also Philip-
pians 3:20-21; 1 Corinthians 15:42-49). The 
same holds true for all creation.
For the creation waits in eager expecta-
tion for the children of God to be re-
vealed. For the creation was subjected 
to frustration, not by its own choice, but 
by the will of the one who subjected it, 
in hope that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the freedom and glory of the 
children of God (8:19-21).     
Creation as a whole is waiting and longing
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These words may con-jure up startling imag-es of an Elmer Gantry 
figure or another well-known 
preacher embroiled in a sala-
cious public scandal.
On the other hand, a coun-
terfeit ministry can be subtler 
and seemingly benign.
At Harding School of The-
ology we seek to practice an 
authenticity in our lives and 
ministry that is worthy of our 
calling. This is the same kind 
of authenticity that needs to 
be fostered in the life of every 
church leader. Without such 
authenticity, church leaders 
can forget the practical impli-
cations of their calling.
1. A church leader can 
become more concerned 
about image than real-
ity. This church leader may 
spend much time and energy 
projecting a particular per-
sona while the reality of this 
person’s life is elsewhere. In 
every generation, there is a 
temptation for some church 
leaders to want to appear 
cool, relevant, successful, 
sought after, important, etc. 
Unfortunately, that same 
person may settle for a su-
perficial spirituality instead of 
rigorous discipleship to the 
Lord Jesus.
2. A church leader can 
speak one way in public 
settings while speaking in 
a very different manner in 
private. Years ago, a woman 
shared with me her disap-
pointment in a preacher 
because of his behavior at a 
teacher appreciation dinner. 
The preacher spoke gracious 
words about a former elder 
at a church banquet. That 
same evening, however, he 
privately mocked and made 
fun of the same man whom 
he had honored in the earlier 
public setting.
3. A church leader may 
verbally give the impres-
sion of experiencing a deep 
intimacy with God while 
the reality is far different. 
All the right words may be 
used when in fact this person 
is describing a false intimacy 
with the Lord. This happens 
when the person is more 
concerned with creating a 
particular impression than in 
living out that reality.
4. A church leader can 
turn on the charm in public 
settings while giving little 
prayer or thought to what 
is really being said. Conse-
quently, there might be quite 
a contradiction between 
one’s private self and one’s 
public self.
These temptations can 
lead to ministry shortcuts 
that prevent us from being 
authentic and genuine. Go-
ing back to the basic reality 
of who I am in Christ has 
been tremendously helpful in 
my own life and ministry. This 
reality can lead us back to 
the reality of what it means 
to follow Jesus.
Four basic questions can 
be helpful in self-evaluation: 
•  Do I follow Jesus each 
day and live in obedience 
to his Lordship?
•  Do I nurture my relation-
ship with him through 
prayer, time with the 
Scriptures and other spiri-
tual disciplines?
•  Am I attentive to being an 
authentic Christ-follower 
when I am not using a mi-
crophone, social media or 
any other form of public 
presence?
•  Do those who know me 
best perceive me to be 
a person who is attempt-
ing to lessen the gap 




At Harding School of Theology 
we seek to practice an  
authenticity in our lives and  




A D V A N C E M E N T
The Harding School of Theology Alumni Association has se-
lected Dr. Monte Cox as its 
2014 Alumnus of the Year. 
This award will be presented 
on Oct. 1, 2014, at the Har-
ding University Lectureship 
HST Alumni Luncheon. 
Cox’s name will be added 
to a distinguished list of 
honored alumni that ranges 
from Jimmy Moffett in 1973 
to Dr. Rodney Plunket in 
2013. Alumni Association 
board members are Dr. Leon 
Sanderson, chairman (2008 
honoree); Linda Oxford (2004 
honoree); Ron Wade; Gene 
Gilliland; and Larry Arick, HST 
director of advancement.
Cox and his wife, Beth, 
met and married at Harding 
University. He has an M.A. 
(1994) in missiology and 
church growth from Harding 
School of Theology and a 
Ph.D. in intercultural studies 
from Trinity Evangelical Di-
vinity School in Chicago. 
After mission work with 
the Kalenjin-speaking 
peoples of Western Kenya, 
Cox returned to Harding 
in 1992 to teach Bible and 
missions. He served as direc-
tor of Harding’s Center for 
World Missions for 15 years 
and associate dean of the 
College of Bible and Ministry 
for three years and has been 
dean since 2008. Cox also 
serves as an elder and the 
preaching minister of the 
Downtown Church of Christ 
in Searcy, Arkansas, and or-
ganizes the annual Arkansas 
Shepherding Conference. 
Join us in thanking Dr. 
Cox for the many ways he 
continues to serve God and 
bless the lives of people 




Monte Cox named 2014  
Alumnus of the Year 
Kok Bin Ong and his wife, Esther, are the 2014 recipients 
of the Hogan-Cate Asian 
Missions grant. They come 
from the church of Christ in 
Seremban, Malaysia, where 
Kok Bin has preached since 
1988. They come with a 
wealth of ministry experience 
and are highly respected as 
great servants of God. They 
have three grown children. 
This sabbatical will give 
International Guest  
Sabbaticals at HST 
Kok Bin Ong and Guadalupe Mayo on campus fall semester
Kok Bin an opportunity to 
“recharge his batteries” in a 
context where he can enjoy 
fellowship, have access to 
a great library, audit several 
classes, do some writing, and 
increase our awareness of 
God’s mission in Asia.
Guadalupe Mayo is the 
recipient of the 2014 Latin 
American Missions grant. 
He has a degree in industrial 
psychology and is a 2006 
graduate of Baxter Institute 
in Honduras. He has directed 
the education program at the 
Kennedy Church of Christ in 
Tegucigalpa since 2005 and 
been director of practical 
ministry and student life at 
Baxter Institute since 2007. 
Lenin Munguia, a recent 
graduate of HST who teach-
es at Baxter, says, “Mayo 
works tirelessly on behalf of 
the cause of Christ.” He is 
here to see what it would 
take to start a counseling 
program to address the spiri-
tual and emotional needs 
of brothers and sisters in 
his community, to gain new 
perspectives for his ministry, 
and to be an advocate for 
Latin American missions. His 
wife, Patti, is in the last year 
of medical school and cannot 
join him. They have a 2-year-
old son, Isai.
Mayo





Call 800-311-2006  
for more information.
OCT. 16-18, 2014
GOODMAN OAKS  
CHURCH OF CHRIST
SOUTHAVEN, MISSISSIPPI
Dr. Monte Cox of Harding 
University will be the keynote 
speaker on Saturday, Oct. 18. 
Other speakers include HST 
Dean Evertt Huffard, Harding 
University board member 
John Reese, and HST adjunct 
instructor Stan Granberg.
Conference features include:
 • International presenters
 • Practical missions sessions
 • Missions exhibits and net-
working
 • College students — World 
Missions Workshop
Are you a college or  
university student plan-
ning to attend the confer-
ence? Contact HST Dean 
Evertt Huffard’s office to 
arrange housing at dean@
HST.edu or 901-761-1352.
Order on Amazon
Place all your Amazon or-
ders through hst.edu/books. 
Every time you order anything 
through our link, HST receives 
a small percentage of the 




HST Vice President Jim Martin 
has spoken at various venues 
in the past months, including 
the Pepperdine Bible Lectures, 
April 29-May 3 and the Sermon 
Seminar at Austin Graduate 
School of Theology, May 19-21. 
He also spoke at congregations 
in Southaven, Mississippi, 
(Goodman Oaks); Millington, 
Tennessee; Jonesboro, Ar-
kansas (Southwest); Memphis 
(Highland); and Huntsville, Ala-
bama (Twickenham).
Professor of Ministry Carlus 
Gupton has preached twice, 
taught several Bible classes, 
and consulted extensively 
with the leadership team at 
the Church of Christ at White 
Station in Memphis. Many 
Wednesday evenings have 
been spent teaching at con-
gregations including Milling-
ton; Oliver Creek in Bartlett; 
and Goodman Oaks in South-
aven, Mississippi. Most recent-
ly, Gupton spoke on Revital-
izing Established Churches at 
the HST Shepherds Network 
Northeast, hosted at Ohio Val-
ley University Aug. 1-3, and 
delivered eight lectures on 
leadership at the Belpre (Ohio) 
Church of Christ, Aug. 3-6. 
In July Mark Powell, associ-
ate professor of theology, 
presented four lessons on 
“The Trinity and the Chris-
tian” for the Adult Vacation 
Bible School at Germantown 
Church of Christ and “Peace 
and War” at Senatobia (Mis-
sissippi) Church of Christ. He 
presented “Teach Us to Pray” 
at Goodman Oaks Church of 
Christ in Southaven, Missis-
sippi, in August.  
 
C O M M U N I T Y
Why?
HST students from across the U.S. and abroad converge on Memphis during the summer for one-week intensive courses. This summer, The Bridge asked several of these students “Why?” Read their responses here and on the HST.edu website.
You set aside a week of your life to come to Memphis and immerse yourself in a class. You 
spent many hours before, during and after this week in study and preparation. Why? What 
made this use of your precious time, energy and resources worthwhile?
Every time I come to HST, I find myself being renewed. As a minister, I believe one of my 
responsibilities is always learning and growing. Every time I come here, I discover something 
new and useful for ministry. Grad school can become overly academic and divorced from the 
real world of ministry if we are not careful. I have not felt this way at HST. I have always appreci-
ated HST’s emphasis on academia in the context of the local church. This, along with the great 
friendships I have made with fellow ministers in the program, keeps me coming back.
Scott McFarland, M.Div. student
Oddly enough, the main motivation is that the week is refreshing. Being surrounded by 
people with profound spirituality plunges me into a revitalizing stream of renewal. Just listen-
ing to them converse with one another is enough to fill me with comfort and inspiration. Fur-
ther, I am able to relax from daily business and focus exclusively on schoolwork, which is very 
refreshing. Above all, there is the coffee. In my travels I have yet to experience coffee even 
half as strong as HST’s. Spending a week drinking coffee that could certainly fuel a large jet, I 
cannot help but be refreshed.
Kory Queen, M.A. student
Save the Date
The annual W.B. West Jr. Lectures will be held Oct. 19-20, 2014, 
with Randy Harris speaking. More details will be announced later.
Director of Admissions Matt Carter rep-resented HST at the Campus for Christ conference held at Lipscomb University, July 24-27, 2014. While there he was able to visit with some of the attendees who are graduates of or current stu-dents at HST.
In May, HST hosted the an
nual meeting of 
the Christian College Libra
rians, a group 
of librarians associated wit
h higher edu-
cation in churches of Chris
t. Our guests 
visited HST’s first-class libr
ary and experi-
enced the best of Memph
is’s music, cul-
ture and cuisine. Find out 
more about the 




G R A D U A T I O N
Faculty/Staff Notes
Evertt Huffard, dean and pro-
fessor of leadership and missi-
ology, served in the following 
ways during the past months:
• Consulted for seven church-
es (Tennessee, Texas, Missis-
sippi and Oklahoma)
• Participated in board meet-
ings for Missions Resource 
Network (Texas), Durham 
Foundation (Tennessee) and 
Galilee Christian High School 
(Israel)
• Preached in Santa Paula, Cali-
fornia; Sulphur Wells, Ten-
nessee; Oxford, Mississippi; 
El Campo, Texas; Goodman 
Oaks, Mississippi, and Park 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee
• Spoke at Baxter Institute 
Lectures, Honduras and Pep-
perdine Bible Lectures (May), 
Lipscomb Summer Celebra-
tion (June), and Heritage 
Christian University Lewis 
Lectures (August)
• Participated in a site visit 
for the Makua-Metto mission 
team in Mozambique (May)
• Hosted a 10-day tour to 
Israel-Petra (June)
• Presented Wednesday eve-
ning summer series at six 
local churches 
• Spoke at the Shepherds  
Network Northeast, hosted 
by Ohio Valley University 
(August)
 HST maintenance worker 
Vernon Perry participated in 
the 41st National Jail & Prison 
Ministry Workshop held in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, June 11-13.
Circulation librarian Bob 
Turner presented “LibGuides 
as a Resource for Denomi-
national History” at the 
American Theological Library 
Association conference, held 
in New Orleans June 18-21. In 
July Turner presented “Does 
God Care What We Eat?” at the 
Senatobia (Mississippi) Church 
of Christ and preached at the 
Church of Christ at White Sta-
tion in Memphis.
56th Commencement





Brent Andrew Moody — M.A. academic award
Chester White Rutledge II
MASTER OF ARTS IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
Russell William Edward Biser
Hamil Rahman Harris
Marisa C. Savage — M.A.C.M. academic award
Justin White









Wesley Grant Azbell III
James Nathan Becknell
Garrett Evan Best
Anna Rebecca Rose Borchers
Kevin Brian Burr — Velma West Greek award, 





Lenin Francisco Munguia B. — Jack P. Lewis 
Ministry of Study award*





for redemption and renewal. 
The Christian vision of salva-
tion is not escaping creation, 
but the salvation of the cre-
ation that God made and 
loves. God does not give up 
on his good creation — and 
thus accept defeat at the 
hands of evil — but rather 
redeems it.
Christian spirituality is a 
creation-embracing spiritual-
ity. Since God the Father has 
embraced creation with his 
two hands, the Son and the 
Spirit, we are called to join 
God and embrace creation, 
caring for it and longing to 
see glimpses of God’s will 
being done on earth as it is 
in heaven. And we carry out 
this calling in hope rather 
than despair because the 
redemption of creation does 
not depend on the success 
of our efforts but solely on 
the promise of God. 
Adapted from Mark E. 
Powell, Centered in God: 
The Trinity and Christian 
Spirituality, forthcoming 
from ACU Press. All Scrip-
ture quotations are from 








Professor of Counseling Ed 
Gray conducted a marriage 
enrichment weekend and 
marriage mentor training in 
Sheridan, Wyoming, in May, 
with his wife, Rhonda. In 
August, the Grays conducted 
Love for a Lifetime and Mar-
riage Mentoring workshops in 
Franklin, Tennessee, and Fair-
fax, Virginia. Gray presented 
classes in June at the Spiritual 
Growth Workshop in Orlando, 
Florida, addressing the top-
ics of marriage mentoring, 
seniors in ministry, grief and 
loss, and caregiving.
If you are interested in 
being certified in the use 
of Prepare/Enrich for pre-
marital counseling, Gray will 
be leading this training at 
the Harding Lectureship in 
Searcy, Tuesday, Sept. 30. 




Gray will be co-leading the 
“Aging Creatively Workshop” 
at The Community Founda-
tion of Memphis on Tuesday, 
Sept. 16.
Rick Oster, professor of New 
Testament, spoke on Revelation 
Wednesday nights in August 
at the Germantown Church 
of Christ. Oster also spent 
two weeks during June doing 
research in Rome that will en-
rich the classes he teaches. 
Did you know that HST of-
fers an M.A. concentration in 
New Testament backgrounds 
and archaeology? Oster com-
ments: “On the ground with 
the early church, whether we 
read of Jesus’ inflammatory 
service at Nazareth or Paul’s 
time at Corinth or John’s pro-
phetic ministry in Roman Asia, 
context and artifacts breathe 
fresh life into sacred texts.”
C O M M U N I T Y
Preserving Our Past:  
Stone-Campbell Archives
Berryhill
HST and the HST library recently launched a site 
where you can listen to ev-
ery sermon Harold Hazelip 
preached for the Highland 
Church in Memphis (1972-85). 
We are thrilled to make such 
a collection available. But this 
is not our only project. 
In 2012, the family of 
Jim Bill McInteer donated 
the personal papers of the 
longtime preacher, editor 
and Harding University board 
member. This collection’s 57 
linear feet of content prom-
ises to shed important light 
not only on the work of Mc-
Inteer but also on the story 
of churches of Christ of his 
era, for which he was such a 
prominent figure. 
Recently we’ve also raised 
money to process the papers 
of John Allen Chalk, known 
primarily through his work on 
the Herald of Truth radio pro-
gram. Because of its relevance 
for topics of race, evangelism 
and other social concerns,  
this collection has aided, and 
will continue to aid, students 
and scholars of the Stone-
Campbell Movement. 
Projects such as these 
are essential to our mission 
in a few ways. First, they il-
luminate our faith heritage. 
Sermons and personal 
papers of key figures offer 
a glimpse into the conversa-
tions, events and conflicts 
that have shaped the Stone-
Campbell tradition. Second, 
these collections allow us to 
highlight unique collections 
that may only exist here. 
While digital technology of-
fers unparalleled access to 
books, music and newspa-
pers, the truth remains that 
a large percentage of the 
world’s most valued historical 
pieces enjoy rather limited 
access. We are committed to 
providing both preservation 
and access for these materi-
als so that they can be a re-
source to people throughout 
the world, not just in Mem-
phis, Tennessee.
Help us envision our 
shared future by celebrating 
our common past. We would 
love for you to partner with 
us by donating the necessary 
funds to complete a project. 
A gift of $3,000 could fund 
the processing expenses of 
a collection of manuscripts. 
A commitment of $5,000 
would fund the digitiza-
tion of a key collection. We 
hope that you will consider 
such a gift. Through your 
generosity, we will be able 
to continue to build on the 
rich heritage of learning that 
we have been committed 
to for decades. Thank you 
for partnering with us in this 
valuable way.
Bob Turner (rjturner@hst.edu)
Campus Life: Community Garden
This was my first sum-mer in 18 years with-out a garden. I didn’t 
miss mowing and trimming 
the yard, but it felt strange to 
not plant tomatoes or basil, 
radishes or peppers. Several 
students living on campus 
were pulled by the same sea-
sonal call to sow seeds, pull 
weeds and share harvest.
The HST Student Asso-
ciation and other interested 
parties petitioned adminis-
tration, seeking to claim a 
small place to grow crops.  
We pooled our resources to 
rent a tiller and began to re-
move the lawn’s sod and till 
the soil for planting.
The garden has been a 
gathering place to exchange 
ideas on how to increase cu-
cumber output and complain 
about tomato-munching rac-
coons. We compared vines 
and suggested varieties of 
heirloom seeds. We weeded 
together, planted side by 
side and shared watering 
responsibilities. Though each 
section was claimed by indi-
viduals, the garden has been 
a truly community space.  
“There is an appointed 
time for everything. And 
there is a time for every event 
under heaven; a time to give 
birth and a time to die; a 
time to plant and a time to 
uproot what is planted …”
In a few more weeks, 
squash plants will make way 
for peas and spinach. Lettuce 
and radishes will replace the 
beans and okra. As the sea-
son winds down, the garden 
can continue to provide com-
munity work, produce, and 
a sense of home for many 
students. Watch for notices 
on the Harding School of 
Theology Facebook page for 
an opportunity to learn more 
about growing your own 
food and tending a seasonal 





S T U D E N T S
Tweet Away 
Keep up with the 
latest HST announcements on 
Twitter at twitter.com/hst_edu 
and twitter.com/hstlib.
A fter 10 years of slow but diligent plod-ding, Cris May com-
pleted his last course in the 
Master of Divinity program 
this summer. Why did it take 
him so long? Was he indeci-
sive or lazy or negligent? Did 
he simply procrastinate? You 
don’t know Cris May. Let me 
tell you about him. May and 
his wife, Laurie, have three 
pre-teen children who occupy 
a good amount of their time. 
Anyone who knows anything 
about raising a family knows 
it is an around-the-clock re-
sponsibility. But there’s more. 
May owns 450 acres near 
the small town of Stamps, 
Arkansas, in the southwest 
corner of the state. He runs 
a chicken farm with 350,000 
broilers occupying 17 chicken 
houses and contracts with 
Tyson Foods each year to sell 
the chickens to them. 
But I’m not finished. May 
is also a cattleman who owns 
180 head of cows (Brangus 
and Hereford/Brahma if you 
want to get more specific!). 
Anyone who knows anything 
about farming knows that 
it involves long days and 
short nights. I’m still not 
finished! For the past 15 
years, he has preached for 
the church in Willisville about 
25 miles away. He preaches 
twice on Sundays, teaches 
a Bible class, and tries to be 
involved in the lives of the 
50-member congregation. 
Anyone who knows anything 
about ministry knows that it 
is not an 8-to-5 job. Now do 
you understand why it took 
him 10 years to complete the 
M.Div.? I’m surprised he did 
it that quickly!  
With a little bit of tongue 
in cheek (how much I’m not 
If You Must
A Special Invitation To:
A L U M N I 
of
The Christian Communication Program (CCP)
The Harding School of Biblical Studies (HSBS)
The Center for Advanced Ministry Training (CAMT)
and
The Master of Ministry Degree Program (MMIN)
Join us for the 40th anniversary celebration of the CCP, HSBS and CAMT 
programs and the 10th anniversary celebration of the MMIN program in 
conjunction with the annual Harding Lectureship.
Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014, 4:30 p.m.
College Church of Christ Family Life Center
The complimentary dinner and program are part of the annual Harding University 
Lectureship. We will recognize the impact of 40 years of training servants to teach and 
preach the gospel, as well as preparing students for missions in inner cities and foreign 
fields. Former students and faculty are encouraged to join us. Tickets are free but 
required for admission. Please RSVP to awarren3@harding.edu with the names and 
number of your party. You will receive confirmation, and your tickets will be held for 
pickup at Lectureship Central.
H A R D I NG  U N I V E R S I T Y
Subscribe to The Bridge  
or change your print  




Join HST students, alumni 
and friends on our Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/hst.
edu, and let us know why you 
continue to support HST.
Harding School of Theology 
challenges Christian leaders 
to develop deeper faith in 
God and higher standards 
of ministry and scholarship.
Celebrating CAMT 
HST congratulates CAMT 
on its 40th anniversary in 
gratitude for the excellent stu-

















Are you an alumnus of both 
CAMT and HST whose name 
we missed? Let us know.
sure), May wrote the follow-
ing poem to celebrate the 
completion of his degree:
If you must …
If you must preach, 
preach. But do not farm. 
If you must farm, farm. 
But do not preach.
If, by necessity, you must 
preach and you must farm, 
Then, do as you must.
But by all means do not 
preach, farm, and go  
to HST. 
We are deeply grateful 
for May’s commitment to 
God, his family, farming and 
ministry. He serves his church 
faithfully by preparing him-
self well. Congratulations to 
May on completing the de-
gree! We will celebrate with 
him in May 2015 as he walks 


















Want to learn more about a topic mentioned in The Bridge? Check out the following resources:
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